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Town  of  Pincher  Creek 

(Revised  Janucrry,  1959) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  23-6-30-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  3.  This  location  is  V-h 
miles  south  of  mile  173  on  the  Lethbridge  - Crow's  Nest  - Nelson  - Vancouver 
line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway;  and  on  Highway  No,  6,  21/2  miles  south 
of  the  junction  where  Highways  3 and  6 meet  at  Pincher  Station  59  miles  west 
of  Lethbridge. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

Pincher  Station  (3,766  ft.)  Latitude  49/29.2.  Longitude  113/57W 
Town  - estimated  (3,666  ft.) 


3.  TEMPERATURE 


Average  summer 

55T 

Average  winter 

29T 

Average  annual 

40T 

RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall 

Average  annual 

snowfall 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  20.01" 

Note:  The  foregoing  covers  a period  of  41  years. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

Pincher  Creek  is  located  on  the  margin  of  the  Alberta  foothills  on  the 
up-turned  Western  margin  of  the  Alberta  syncline.  Pincher  Creek  itself  is 
underlain  by  early  Tertiary  rocks  of  fresh  water  and  deltaic  origin.  Immed- 
iately to  the  west  of  Pincher  Creek  the  uplift  of  the  foothills  area  brings  closely 
folded  Upped  Cretaceous  strata  of  St.  Mary,  Belly  River  and  Colorado  forma- 
tions to  the  surface.  The  St.  Mary  and  Belly  River  formations  ore  thick  fresh- 
water and  deltaic  formations,  whereas  the  Colorado  shale  is  of  marine  origin. 
The  beds  on  the  margin  of  the  foothills  are  intensely  folded  and  at  depth  on 
one  of  these  folds  Pincher  Creek  gas  field  is  found  to  be  productive  from  the 
Paleozoic  limestone  at  a depth  in  excess  of  two  miles  below  the  surface  of  the 
land.  Much  glacial  debris  is  found  on  the  surface,  the  major  part  of  it  having 
been  derived  from  the  mountains  to  the  west. 


6.  SOIL 

Pincher  Creek  lies  near  the  boundary  between  two  different  soil 
zones,  the  Black  and  the  Shallow  Black,  which  are  described  as  follows: 

Black  - Profile; 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dork  brown  surface  (A)  horizon 
that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  (B)  horizon 


is  brown  io  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Boa)  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40 
inches  below  the  surface. 

Shallow  Black  - Profile: 

The  normal  profile  has  an  (A)  horizon  that  overages  about  10  inches 
in  depth  and  which  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches  is  black  in  color.  The  re- 
mainder is  usually  dark  brown.  The  (B)  horizon  is  usually  brown  to  dark 
brown  and  the  lime  horizon  (Bca)  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30  inches  below 
the  surface.  Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative 
of  the  efficiency  of  rain  penetration. 

Black  - Fertility: 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  Province  and  they  hove 
in  their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter 
as  there  is  in  the  overage  brown  or  gray  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Shallow  Black  - Fertility: 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter.  In  any  zone  exhaustive  cropping  depletes  the  soil's  native 
food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping  provides  for  the 
adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the  maintenance  of  organic 
matter. 

Black  - Vegetation: 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodland  (mainly 
deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Shallow  Black  - Vegetation: 

Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where  moisture 
conditions  are  more  favorable. 

Black  - Land  Use: 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good 
quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  fertilizer  when 
needed,  is  desirous  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 

Shallow  Black -Land  Use: 

A greater  number  of  soil  types  con  be  considered  arable  than  in  the 
brown  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably  more 
diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil  fertility. 
The  non-arable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 


7.  HISTORY 

Fincher  Creek  derives  its  name  from  the  river  that  flows  northeast 
through  the  town,  from  its  source  about  30  miles  above  the  point  where  it 
enters  the  Oldman  River. 

The  Indian  name  for  Fincher  Creek  was  "Little  Spitzee".  They  used 
the  word  "Spitzee"  to  describe  a campsite  or  landmark  on  the  bank  of  a 
stream  lined  with  trees.  The  word  "Little",  or  its  Indian  equivalent,  was 
added  to  distinguish  it  from  High  River  which  they  named  "Big  Spitzee." 
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As  early  as  1868  a party  of  prospectors,  namely:  G.  W.  Hank,  Joe 
Healey  or  Kipp,  Bed  Rock  Jim,  Mart  Holloway,  John  Nelson  and  Old  Man  Lee, 
lost  a pair  oi  pinchers  in  the  creek.  This  was  a calamity  because  tools  at 
that  time  were  precious,  and  the  event  was  commemorated  by  giving  the 
creek  the  name  of  the  lost  tool.  The  pinchers  were  found  in  1874  by  a party 
of  police. 

Fincher  Creek  came  into  being  as  a result  of  the  North  West  Mounted 
Police  and  cattle  ranchers.  The  North  West  Mounted  Police  was  organized 
in  1873,  chiefly  to  protect  the  Indians  from  the  whiskey  traders  and  to  main- 
tain law  and  order  in  Western  Canada.  They  arrived  at  Fort  Macleod  in 
1874  and  established  a fort  which  was  named  after  the  officer  in  charge. 
Commissioner  J.  F.  Macleod.  Jn  1881  the  Dominion  Government  established 
regulations  which  permitted  the  leasing  of  areas  up  to  100,000  acres  each  to 
ranchers  at  an  annual  rental  of  one  cent  per  acre.  It  was  shortly  after  these 
regulations  came  into  effect  that  ranches  were  established  in  the  Pincher 
Creek  district. 

The  first  white  settlers  on  Pincher  Creek  were  Jack  Collins  and  his 
partner  Allan,  who,  in  1878  built  log  cabins  with  sod  roofs  beside  the  creek. 
It  is  believed  that  Mart  Holloway  built  a cabin  on  the  river-bottom  about  the 
some  time. 

About  the  year  1879  the  Dominion  Government,  to  encourage  and 
assist  the  Indians  of  Southern  Alberta  in  the  growing  of  grain  crops  (this  was 
after  the  Indians  had  signed  Treaty  No.  7 on  September  22,  1877),  directed 
Mr.  John  Kean  of  Orilllia,  Ontario,  to  establish  a mill  for  sawing  lumber  and 
grinding  grain.  A 50-mile  timber  limit  was  reserved  along  with  the  mill  for 
the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs.  Some  second-hand  machinery  was  freight- 
ed in  by  way  of  the  Missouri  River  to  Fort  Benton  in  Montana,  and  hauled 
from  there  to  the  mill  site,  about  270  miles,  by  which  haphazard  route  mail 
also  arrived,  and  on  its  arrival  was  dumped  from  the  sack  onto  the  floor  so 
that  everyone  could  help  himself. 

The  Indian  Department  sold  the  mill  and  timber  berth  to  Senator 
McLaren  who  engaged  W.  R.  Lees  of  Fallbrook,  Ontario,  as  manager.  Mr. 
Lees  arrived  at  the  mill  January  1,  1882.  The  only  other  residents  at  that 
time  were  Wm.  Gladstone  and  his  family;  Mr.  Kean,  his  assistant  Mr.  J.  Kelly, 
and  the  cook,  Ed  Baronet,  on  ex-member  of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police. 
"Old  Glad",  as  Gladstone  was  called,  was  on  ex-Hudson's  Boy  Company 
employee  who  had  served  with  that  company  at  Moose  Factory,  York  Factory 
and  Norway  House.  He  had  been  cutting  lumber  with  a "whip"  or  "pit  saw", 
the  pit  of  which  may  yet  be  seen  about  V2  mile  west  of  the  Richardson  ranch 
on  Gladstone  Creek. 

In  1880  George  Ives,  an  ex-member  of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police, 
who  with  Sam  Sharpe  had  charge  of  the  Government  herd  of  cattle,  built  on 
the  north  side  of  the  creek  about  four  miles  above  the  townsite.  In  the  same 
year  Charlie  Smith,  "Yug  Handle"  as  he  was  known  from  his  brand,  built 
further  up  the  creek.  He  was  formerly  a trader  with  the  Indians.  * 

In  1881  the  Bell  Brothers,  Donald  and  Lachlan,  arrived  at  Pincher 

Creek. 


A.  B.  McCullough  built  further  down  the  creek  in  the  early  eighties. 
He  erected  extensive  stables  and  corrals,  going  in  for  Clyde  horses  and 
blooded  stock. 
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A.  H.  Lynch-Staunton,  an  ex-member  of  the  North  West  Mounted 
Police,  established  a ranch  on  the  creek  in  the  eighties. 

The  Christie  Coal  Mine  was  the  first  mine  to  produce  coal  along 
Pincher  Creek.  It  was  opened  by  Andrew  Christie. 

E.  M.  Wilmot,  who  came  to  the  district  in  1883,  was  a shareholder 
in  the  Alberta  Ranch  Company  and  a keen  polo  player.  In  1886  when  re- 
turning from  a trip  to  England  he  brought  the  first  real  polo  sticks  and  balls 
ever  imported  into  Canada  and,  henceforth,  the  game  was  played  in  earnest 
in  the  Pincher  Creek  district. 

In  1882  A.  E.  Cox  arrived  in  Winnipeg  and  travelled  as  for  west  as 
Regina  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  construction  crew,  then  to  Pincher 
Creek  across  the  prairie,  driving  a horse  cart.  He  was  engaged  as  teacher  in 
Pincher  Creek  from  1884  to  1891.  He  was  the  first  teacher  and  his  school  was 
the  second  school  to  be  opened  in  Southern  Alberta.  Mr.  Cox  was  appointed 
Dominion  Lands  Agent  in  1897.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  and  C.  & E.  Lands.  He  operated  with  success  a ranch  and  mixed 
form  seven  miles  west  of  Pincher  Creek. 

Immediately  south  of  Pincher  Creek  is  an  extensive  stretch  of  meadow 
lands  known  as  Dutch  Flats  where  in  the  early  days  the  police  obtained  their 
hay  for  winter  feed.  The  first  settlers  on  these  flats  were  G.  Neauman  and 
Chas.  Schoening.  They  arrived  from  Manitoba  in  1882,  travelling  by  way  of 
the  States  to  Spokane,  entered  the  North  West  Territories  of  Canada  through 
the  Kootenai  Pass  to  Waterton  Lakes.  They  were  almost  exhausted,  having 
run  short  of  provisions,  when  they  happened  upon  the  camp  of  "Kootenai 
Brown."  Mrs.  Brown  gave  them  some  flour  and  bear's  meat. 

Travelling  on  toward  Fort  Macleod  they  met  a train  of  bull-teams, 
three  wagons  and  twelve  oxen  to  a team,  which  were  bringing  hoy  for  the 
police  from  the  great  hoy  meadows  south  of  Pincher  Creek.  The  police  told 
them  of  this  rich  meadow-land  and  they  decided  to  see  it  and,  when  they  sow 
it,  decided  to  settle  thereon.  They  built  a shack  of  cottonwood  poles  with  a 
sod  roof  and  clay  fireplace.  The  next  year,  1884,  Mr.  Schoening  returned  to 
Manitoba  for  supplies.  He  returned  with  two  wagons,  one  mower,  one  rake, 
one  plow,  one  set  of  harrow  teeth,  two  stoves,  three  sets  of  harness,  all  of 
which  were  shipped  by  train  as  far  as  Medicine  Hat.  The  remaining  200 
miles  were  travelled  by  wagon  and  four-horse  team.  Mr.  Schoening  was 
accompanied  on  his  return  trip  by  Mr.  Schwiem'urth  and  Mr.  Bradke  with  his 
wife  and  family.  They  saw  buffalo  bones  and  carcasses  on  the  prairie  but 
no  live  buffalo;  they  encountered  Indians  who  looked  upon  them  curiously 
but  offered  no  interference.  They  brought  with  them  five  live  chickens.  In 
1886  Mr.  Schoening  made  a trip  east  and  returned  with  his  bride.  That  same 
year  he  started  in  the  cattle  business  with  four  cows.  When  Mrs.  Schoening 
arrived  at  Pincher  Creek  on  July  1,  1886,  the  hamlet  consisted  of  two  stores, 
Schofield  & Hyde,  and  Lebel  <S  Kettles;  two  blacksmith  shops;  one  hotel;  the 
hardware  store  and  carpenter  shop  of  the  brothers  Joe  and  Tom  Hinton;  a 
Catholic  church;  an  English  church;  several  private  shacks  and  a school 
with  Mr.  A.  E.  Cox  as  teacher. 

In  1883  Francis  Willock  and  his  family  arrived  from  Manitoba  driv- 
ing a herd  of  dairy  cows  200  miles  across  the  prairie  from  the  end  of  steel 
at  Medicine  Hat.  Mr.  Willock  went  in  for  mixed  farming  and  heavy  (horses. 
He  also  tried  fruit  trees  and  rhubarb  trees  on  a large  scale,  freighting  it  60 
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miles  to  Lethbridge.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  try  growing  fall  wheat  and 
proved  that  it  could  be  grown  in  this  district. 

Mr.  John  Herron,  an  ex-member  of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police, 
is  undoubtedly  the  premier  old-timer  of  the  Pincher  Creek  district.  He  arrived 
at  Fort  Macleod  from  Winnipeg  with  the  police  force  in  1874  and  took  his 
discharge  from  the  force  in  1878.  He  was  commissioned  to  bring  cattle  from 
Montana  by  Copt.  Stewart  of  the  Stewart  Ranch,  one  of  the  first  and  largest 
ranch  companies  in  the  country.  Mr.  Herron  was  manager  of  this  company, 
while  Wm.  Fish  was  foreman.  He  was  later  in  charge  of  the  North  West 
Mounted  Police  horse  ranch  which  was  established  in  the  Pincher  Creek 
district.  Mr.  Herron  was  married  in  1881;  in  1887  he  built  the  first  modern 
house  in  Pincher  Creek.  In  1904  he  was  elected  the  Conservative  represen- 
tative of  the  Macleod  Riding  for  the  Federal  House  and  again  in  1908  was 
returned. 


Charles  Kettles  joined  the  North  West  Mounted  Police  in  1876  being 
stationed  at  Macleod  and  later  at  Pincher  Creek. 

The  Police  Post  in  Pincher  Creek  was  built  in  1878,  of  logs  brought 
from  near  the  Christie  Mine  by  John  Johnson,  Pete  McEwan,  Wm.  Reid  and 
C.  Kettles.  In  the  same  year  oats  were  grown  for  the  police  horses.  Sergt. 
Bertles  was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  this  post  under  Inspector  Davidson, 
who  was  absent  for  some  time  in  South  Africa  during  the  Boer  War. 

The  land  around  Pincher  Creek  was  surveyed  for  homesteads  in 
1883  and  the  townsite  was  laid  out  in  1889  by  C.  Kettles  on  the  south  side  of 
the  creek.  A bridge  was  built  across  the  creek  in  1898. 

Dr.  Meade,  the  first  resident  physician  in  Pincher  Creek,  was  also 
a member  of  the  first  polo  team. 

The  pioneer  merchant  of  the  town  was  J.  H.  Schofield  who  opened  a 
general  store  in  1883.  He  later  formed  a partnership  with  H.  E.  Hyde.  Mr. 
Hyde  was  the  first  postmaster.  They  subsequently  sold  out  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  and  Mr.  Hyde  continued  as  manager  of  the  store. 

In  1889  the  Union  Bank  opened  a branch  with  H.  E.  Hyde  as  manager. 

Pincher  Creek  Memorial  Hospital  was  built  in  1901  as  a memorial 
to  the  sons  of  the  district  who  fell  in  the  Boer  War.  Nurse  Edith  McKerricher 
was  the  first  matron. 

The  Pincher  Creek  Echo,  one  of  the  pioneer  newspapers  of  the  south, 
was  started  by  E.  T.  Saunders  of  Lethbridge  in  1900.  It  was  first  named 
Rocky  Mountain  Echo. 

Pincher  Creek  was  erected  as  a village  in  1898  with  A.  R.  Dempster 
as  the  first  overseer.  It  was  incorporated  as  a town  on  May  12,  1906. 

A central  water  system  was  installed  in  1907  by  a private  company 
named  Municipal  Water  and  Light  Company.  The  system  was  taken  over 
by  the  town  in  1940. 

A central  sewerage  system  was  installed  in  1951. 
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8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 


Should  a person  trcrvel  27  miles  west  from  Macleod  on  Highway  No. 
3,  he  will  arrive  at  Pincher  Station  and  the  Junction  of  Highway  No.  6,  which 
leads  36  miles  south  to  Waterton  Lakes.  Two  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
this  junction  on  Highway  No.  6 lies  the  town  of  Pincher  Creek.  The  town 
cannot  be  seen  from  the  highway  because  it  lies  in  a valley  which  is  about 
one-half  mile  wide  and  100  feet  deep.  Flowing  northeast  through  this  valley 
is  Pincher  Creek  which  provides  the  town  with  water  and  various  species  of 
trout  and  grayling  for  the  local  anglers.  This  wooded  valley  and  bustling 
town  astride  the  river,  with  the  Foothills  and  the  Rockies  for  a background, 
create  a lovely  scene.  There  is  no  railroad  noise,  and  the  nights  are  cool 
after  the  hottest  days.  In  the  winter  the  warm  Chinook  winds  that  blow 
through  the  mountain  passes  from  the  Pacific  provide  a welcome  respite 
from  sub-zero  weather.  These  winds  raise  the  temperature  30  to  40  degrees 
in  about  four  hours.  Residents  take  pride  in  their  gardens  that  keep  them 
well  supplied  with  vegetables. 

There  is  good  fishing  for  various  species  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the 
surrounding  streams.  Game  birds  ore  not  plentiful  but  there  are  pheasants 
and  Hungarian  partridge.  Elk,  bear  and  deer  are  plentiful  in  the  foothills 
15  miles  south. 

There  are  facilities  for  almost  every  kind  of  sport,  which  includes  an 
open  air  skating  rink,  a covered  arena  and  a covered  curling  rink  with  four 
sheets  of  artificial  ice. 

There  is  transportation  by  rail,  bus  and  truck.  Bus  and  taxi  service 
connect  with  the  railway  2^2  miles  north.  Communication  facilities  include 
post  office,  telegraph  and  telephone.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  tele- 
graph office  at  Pincher  Station  is  connected  with  the  central  telephone  office 
in  the  town. 

Seven  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  communtiy.  Two 
banks  and  one  Provincial  Treasury  Branch  provide  financial  facilities. 

Utilities  consist  of  three  phase  60  cycle  electric  power  and  a central 
water  and  sewerage  system. 

Propane,  oil  and  coal  are  used  as  fuel  for  heating  purposes.  There 
are  ample  supplies  of  liquid  fuels  such  as  gasoline,  propane  and  diesel  oil. 

Health  services  include  a 64  bed  hospital,  6 doctors  M.D.  with  a group 
practice  health  clinic,  and  1 independent  doctor  M.D.,  2 dentists,  1 chiropractor 
and  2 drug  stores. 

Excellent  public  schools  and  Roman  Catholic  separate  schools  teach 
grades  1-12. 

There  is  a progressive  weekly  newspaper  with  a circulation  of  1297, 
and  a public  library  with  about  3000  volumes. 

Two  hotels  and  three  tourist  camps  and  four  trailer  parks  provide 
accommodation  for  the  traveller. 

Several  fraternal  organizations,  service  clubs  and  various  associa- 
tions provide  an  outlet  for  public  service  and  spare  time  activities. 
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The  town  and  fringe  population  is  around  3,000.  The  racial  ex- 
traction is  about  the  following  proportions,  Anglo-Saxon  65%,  French  10%, 
Scandinavian  10%,  Central  European  15%. 

There  are  approximately  575  houses  and  50  business  buildings  within 
the  town  limits.  More  than  90%  ore  owner  occupied.  An  average  of  30  new 
homes  are  built  each  year.  The  rent  for  a five  room  cottage  is  around  $60.00 
per  month. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  who  is  elected  for  a two-year 
term,  and  six  councillors,  two  of  whom  are  elected  each  year  for  a three-year 
term.  The  town's  affairs  are  administered  by  the  secretary-treasurer  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  policy  set  by  the  council.  The  town  offices,  fire  depart- 
ment and  library  are  housed  in  a two  story  95'  x 65'  brick  building. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

Chief  of  Police  and  two  constables;  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
detachment,  one  corporal  and  one  constable;  one  police  magistrate. 

Building  Regulations: 

There  is  a building  and  zoning  by-law.  Plans  for  all  new  buildings 
and  major  alterations  must  be  approved  by  the  council  before  any  building 
is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 


Lovely  homes  on  tree  shaded  streets  characterize  the  town 
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11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a 20-man  volunteer  fire  brigade. 

Equipment: 

1 2 1/2 -ton  Chevrolet  truck  equipped  with  booster  pump  with  a rating  of  500 
g.p.m.  at  120  p.s.i. 

1 Auxiliary  pump  for  fighting  country  fires,  mounted  on  one-ton  truck. 

1 80-gallon  emergency  water  tank  . 

4 fire  extinguishers  - dry,  chemical  and  gas. 

1 foamite  extinguisher  with  800  ft.  of  IV2"  hose. 

2,500  feet  of  2V2"  hose. 

Nozzles  - three  IV2",  one  21/2'',  four  21/2”  shut  off,  two  IV2"  tog 
4 gas  masks,  2 air  masks,  axes,  hose,  etc. 

1 ladder  truck  trailer  carrying  one  24'  extension  ladder,  one  40'  extension 
ladder  and  one  12'  roof  ladder. 

1 5-h.p.  electric  siren  on  top  of  the  town  hall  with  switches  in  the  telephone 
office,  also  inside  and  outside  the  town  hall. 

There  are  39  hydrants  distributed  throughout  the  town  with  a static 
pressure  of  50  fbs  p.s.i.  Water  is  obtained  from  underground. 


A large  fireball  houses  modern  equipment 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1958  Net  Assessment 


Land  100%  of  value  $ 350,350.00 

Improvements  100%  of  fair  value  — 1,373,905.00 

Business  234,640.00 

Power  - 42,900.00 


Total  $2,001,795.00 


Mill  Rate  Public  Schools 


Municipal  School 

Hospital 

Total 

231/2  32 

4.5 

60 

Mill  Rate  Separate  Schools 

Municipal  Sep.  School 

Hospital 

Total 

231/2  36 

4.5 

64 

Acres 

Area  of  town 

376 

Area  of  streets  and 

roads 

72 

Area  of  parks  and 

playground 

90 

Miles  oi  Roads,  Streets  and 

Alleys 

Paved 

Gravel 

Unpaved 

Total 

Provincial  main  . _ 

1 

1 

Strees  and  Roads.. 

.5 

3 

7 

10.5 

Lanes  & Alleys  ^ _ 

1 

1 

Total  

12.5  miles 

There  are  three  miles  of  cement  sidewalks. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Miles 

Storm  sewers  .25 

Sanitary  sewers  8. 

Water  Mains  8. 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power  Ltd. 


Rates: 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and 
ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusively  for  resi- 
dential purposes. 

First  20  kwh's  (or  less)  per  month  $2.60  gross  minimum. 
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Subject  to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 
All  over  20  kwh's  used  per  month  IV2C  net  per  kwh. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  discount  period. 

The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not 
exceed  five  kilowatts.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  five  kilowatts,  an  addi- 
tional monthly  demand  charge  of  50c  per  kilowatt  will  be  made. 

Connection  charge  for  new  customers  $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  $4.60. 

Commercial  Service  Rate: 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Service  Charge: 

First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity  30c  per  month. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity  10c  per  month. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  kwh's  per  month  per  k.w.  of  installation  10c  per  kwh 
Next  150  kwh's  per  month  per  k.w.  installation  5c  per  kwh 

All  over  200  kwh's  per  month  per  k.w.  of  installation  2140  per  kwh 
Discount:  10%  if  paid  within  discount  period  - based  on  even  dollars 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  of  30c  discount. 

Minimum  charge  $1.80  gross;  $1.50  net  per  month. 

Minimum  deposit  $3.60. 

Reconnection  charge  $3.00. 

Power  Service  (A.C.): 

Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial  heating  apparatus,  etc., 
in  commercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge: 

$1.00  per  month  per  kilowatt-ampere  (KVA)  of  installation  (one  motor 
horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to  be  considered  equivalent 
to  one  KVA). 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  kwh's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  5c  per  kwh 
Next  50  kwh's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  3 Vac  per  kwh 
Over  100  kwh's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  l%c  per  kwh 


Discount 

Of  10%,  if  paid  within  discount  period  - based  on  the  even  dollars 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 
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Minimum  charge  $3.30  gross;  $3.00  net  per  month. 
Minimum  deposit  $2.00  per  h.p.  with  a minimum  of  $6.00. 

Reconnection  Charge  $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  horizontal  wells.  There  is  a collecting 
system  of  weeping  tile  located  in  a gravel  water  bearing  area  and  the  water 
is  picked  up  in  the  weeping  tile  and  delivered  to  the  town  reservoir  and  water 
mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated.  The  wells  ore  located  in  the  creek  bed 
west  of  town. 


Rates  - Monthly  Charges 
Domestic 


Homes  up  to  4 rooms 

$2.50 

Five  and  six  room  homes 

3.00 

Seven  and  eight  room  homes 

3.75 

For  each  toilet  and  bath 

.50 

each 

Hotels  based  on  no.  of  rooms 

6.00 

and  up 

Private  bathroom 

1.55 

Public  bathroom 

2.05 

Hospitals 

1.05 

per  bed 

Public  toilets 

1.55 

Anaylsis 

Ports 

per  Million 

Total  solids 

266 

Ignition  loss 

96 

Hardness 

250 

Sulphates 

34 

Chlorides 

2 

Alkalinity 

190 

Nature  of  alkalinity  - bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesuim 
Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Iron  nil 

Remarks;  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 


17.  GAS 

Not  installed  as  yet. 


18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  2521  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F.  100  lb  cylinder  $6.00. 

Bulk  15V2C  per  gallon.  Storage  facilities  1500  gallons. 
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19.  DIESEL  FUEL 


Heat  value  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gal.  at  GOT. 

Summer  grade  19.7c  per  gal.  Winter  grade  19.7c  per  gal. 

Storage  facilities  3800  gallons.  Storage  facilities  at  Pincher  Station 
25,000  gallons. 


20.  COAL 


Coal  is  obtained  from  Lethbridge  and  Crow's  Nest  Pass  mines; 


Location  b.Lu.'s 

of  Mine  per  lb 

Lethbridge 11,190 

Crow's  Nest  Pass  14,200 


Prices  per  ton 
Stoker  Egg 

$12.00  $13.50 

12.75  Briquettes 


Stovelength  firewood  $16.00  per  cord  delivered. 


delivered 

Lump  Mine  Run 

$15.00 

16.00  $12.75 


21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains;  Forage  crops  and  grass  seeds  - mostly 
timothy;  Horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs;  Dairy  Products;  Lumber;  Furs  - wild; 
Oil  - 12  miles  southeast  53°  - 54°  A.P.I.  gravity;  Gas,  12  miles  southeast;  Clay, 
common;  Scmd  - common;  Grovel;  Sulphur. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFHCES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  office;  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment,  one  cor- 
poral, 1 constable;  Veterinarian. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Liquor  Vendor;  Treasury  Branch; 
Court  House;  Police  Magistrate;  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Pincher  Creek 
School  Division  No.  29  Headquarters;  District  Agriculturist. 

Municipal 

Town  hall,  housing  - Mayor's  office.  Council  Chamber  and  Court 
House,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Town  Foreman;  Public  Welfare  Department; 
Health  Officer;  Fire  Department;  Police  Department;  Public  Library;  Public 
Works;  Fairview  Cemetery;  Red  Cross  Unit  and  Supplies;  Municipal  District 
of  Pincher  Creek  No.  9 Headquarters. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  St.  Vincent's  Hospital  is  operated  by  the  "Daughters  of  Jesus". 
There  ore  64  beds  and  nine  bassinettes  and  is  staffed  by  a Mother  Superior 
and  14  graduate  nursing  sisters,  ten  nurses'  aides,  maid,  etc. 

Rotes:  Public  Semi-Private  Private 

Residents  $ 1.60  $ 3.60  $ 5.60 

Non-residents  11.50  13.50  15.50 

The  Chinook  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  at  the  schools. 
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Other  Health  Services 

6 Doctors  M.D.  with  clinic 

1 Doctor  M.D.  independent  practice 

2 Dentists 

1 Chiropractor 

2 Drug  Stores 

1 Optometrist  (calling  monthly) 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Estcd^lishments 


Auditors  and  Public  Accountants  3 

Barristers  and  Lawyers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  1 

Barber  Shops  3 

Watch  Repairs  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - two  trains  each  way  daily  between 
Lethbridge  and  Cronbrook,  B.C.,  via  Pincher  Station. 


Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - Four  buses  each  way  daily  between  Macleod 
and  Fernie,  B.C.,  two  of  which  make  through  trips  to  Vancouver. 

Daily  trucking  service  to  and  from  Calgary  and  Lethbridge. 


Excellent  hospital  facilities  are  enjoyed 
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26.  NEWSPAPERS 

The  Pincher  Creek  Echo  - Weekly  - Circulation  1297. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Post  office 

Nearest  radio  station  — CJOC  Lethbridge 
Nearest  TV  station  — CJLH  Lethbridge 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Bonk  of  Commerce 
Royal  Bank  of  Canada 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch 


29.  HOTELS 

King  Edward 
Alberta 


No.  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  License 

20  $3.00  up  Yes 

18  $2.00  up  Yes 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

No.  of  Units  Grade  Rate 

Tee-Pee  Motel  6 3 Star  $5.00  up 

A new  8-unit  motel  is  under  construction. 


Trailer  Porks 

There  are  four  trailer  camps  at  Pincher  Creek. 


31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Baptist,  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mormon),  Lutheran,  Nazarene, 
Roman  Catholic,  United. 


32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Masons,  I.O.O.F.,  Orange,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Eastern  Star,  I.O.D.E., 
Rebekah's. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Canadian  Legion,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Community  Centre  Club, 
Lions,  Sports  Association,  Women's  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 


34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Alberta  Teachers'  Association;  Fish  and  Game  Association;  Bad- 
minton, Tennis,  Hockey  and  Curling  Clubs;  Pincher  Creek  Recreational 
Society;  Red  Cross  Society;  St.  John's  Ladies  Aid  Society. 
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35.  SCHOOLS 

The  town  Public  School  is  in  the  Pincher  Creek  School  District  No. 
121  which  is  port  of  Pincher  Creek  School  Division  No.  29.  Grades  1-12  are 
taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing,  Bookkeeping,  Home 
Economics,  Shop,  Art  and  Drama. 

There  are  1 1 teachers  and  293  pupils  in  the  elementary  school  grades 
1 - 6;  6 teachers  and  142  pupils  in  junior  high,  grades  7 - 9;  and  4 teachers  and 
78  pupils  in  the  high  school,  grades  10-  12. 

School  buses  provide  transportation  for  rural  students. 

The  Roman  Catholic  School  is  in  St.  Michael  Separate  School  District 
No.  18.  Grades  1-12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
Typing,  Bookkeeping,  Art  and  Drama.  In  the  elementary  school  grades  1 - 6 
there  are  6 teachers  and  129  pupils;  junior  high  grades  7 to  9 hove  2 teachers 
and  51  pupils;  and  high  school  grades  10  to  12  have  2 teachers  and  44 
pupils. 

36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Fox  Theatre 

400 

Yes 

Yes 

Community  Hall 

200 

Yes 

Yes 

School  Auditorium 

600 

Yes 

Yes 

Armories 

300 

No 

Yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Pincher  Creek  Public  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town,  govern- 
ment grant  and  membership  fees.  The  library  is  located  upstairs  in  the  town 
hall  and  is  open  every  Friday  from  12:30  to  1:30  p.m.  and  on  Saturday  from 
2:30  to  9:00  p.m.  There  are  4665  books  in  the  library. 


Other  Activities 

25-piece  brass  band;  Drama  at  schools;  C.Y.O.  activities. 


Fine  modern  school  facilities  serve  a wide  area 
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38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 


Boys:  Scouts,  Cubs,  Teen  Town,  C.Y.O.,  Calf  Club,  4H  Club. 

Girls:  Guides,  Brownies,  C.G.I.T.,  Teen  Town,  C.Y.O.,  Calf  Club, 

4H  Club. 

39.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  senior,  intermediate,  junior  and  pee-wee;  Baseball,  senior 
and  junior;  Softball,  Basketball,  Tennis,  Golf,  Badminton,  Curling,  Volleyball. 

Facilities  include  a $40,000  covered  ice  arena  with  natural  ice,  a cov- 
ered curling  rink  with  4 sheets  of  artificial  ice,  public  playgrounds  and  base- 
ball diamond. 


40.  FAIRS 

Annual  fair  - 2 day  event. 


41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Mountain  Mill  7 miles  west  of  the  town.  It  was  the  site  of  a saw  and 
grist  mill  operated  by  the  Dominion  Government  in  the  early  eighties. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

General  Store;  Garage;  Creamery  and  Cold  Storage  Locker  Plant; 
Seed  Plant  and  Lumber  Yard. 


43.  INDUSTRIES  AND  BUSINESS 

Sr 


O m 

0) 

H O 


O 3 


O 43  3 3 

.0-03  O 

on  go  ^ 


iz;  u 


Accountants  - 

Apartment  Blocks 

(4  suites  and  up)  

Auctioneers  — 

Auto  Dealers  

Auto  Repairs 

and  Vulcanizing  

Bakeries  — - 

Beauty  Parlors  

Banks  - - — 

Barbers  

Books  & Stationery 
Building  Contractors  — _ 

Blacksmiths  

Bicycle  Repairs  — - 

Butchers  

Cartage  Delivery  ____ 
Clothing  (Men's) 

Clothing  (Women's 

and  Children's)  

Chiropractors  

Confectionery  

Coal  Dealers  

Cold  Storage  Lockers 

Creameries  

Department  Stores  

Dentists  

Doctors  M.D.  

Drugs  

Dry  Cleaners  

Dry  Goods  

Egg  Grading  Stations  .... 
Electrical  Appliances  .... 
Electrical  Contractors  .... 

Funeral  Parlors  .... 

Furniture  Stores  

Garages  and 

Service  Stations  


Same  as  Garages 

1 — — 1 

1111 
1 — — 1 

See  Drug  Stores 

11—1 
1 — — 1 

3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 

3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 

3 — — 3 

incl  in  butchers 
1111 
1 — — 1 

6 — — — 

2 — — 2 

3 — — 3 

1 — 1 — 

2 — — 2 

Same  as  Appl. 

1 — — 1 

6 — — 6 
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Grain  Elevators  

Groceries  

Hardware  ....  

Hotels  

Harness  & Saddlery  .... 
Hide  & Fur  Dealers  .... 

Implements  (Farm)  

Insurance  & Real  Estate 

Jewellers  ....  

Law  Offices  

Lumber  Yards  ....  

Livestock  Buyers  

Milk  Distributors  ....  .... 

Music  Teachers  

Oil  Distributors  

Optometrist  (calling)  .... 
Printers  & Publishers  .... 
Painters  & Decorators  .. 

Plumbers  

Propane  Distributors  — 

Radio  Repairs  

Restaurants  

Sand  & Gravel  Dealers 
Seed  Cleaning  Plants  .. 

Shoes  

Shoe  Repairs  

Sporting  Goods  ....  

1 'heat res  

Tinsmiths  

Tire  Repairs  

Tourist  Camps  

Variety  Stores  

Veterinaries  — 

Welding  ....  

Woodworking  


1 total  cap. 

195.000  bus. 

3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 

2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 

1 — 1 — 

5 — — 5 

1 — — 1 

2 112 

6 — 6 — 

1111 

3 — 3 — 

1111 

2 — — 2 

3 — — 3 

1 — — 1 

4 — — 4 

1 — — 1 

1 storage  cap. 

70.000  bus. 

1 — — 1 
1 — — 1 

See  Hardware 

1 Same  as  Plumb. 

1 — — 1 

2 plus  garages 

2 112 


44.  SITES 

Residential  or  Industrial  sites  with  all  utilities  can  be  purchased  at 
reasonable  rates  from  the  town  and  private  owners.  Industrials  sites  with 
trackage  can  be  purchased  two  and  a half  miles  north  at  Fincher  function. 
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45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


Trcfpping,  prospecting,  ranching,  coal  mining,  lumbering  and  mixed 
farming  hove  all  played  their  part  in  the  birth  and  growth  of  Pincher  Creek. 
The  town  is  now  supported  by  a chemical  plant  extracting  sulphur  from  nat- 
ural gas,  cattle  ranching,  mixed  farming,  growing  of  various  grass  seeds  and 
some  lumbering. 

The  British  American  Oil  Co.  Ltd.  operate  the  sulphur  plant  12  miles 
southeast  of  town.  They  extract  the  sulphur  and  condensate  from  the  wet 
gas  and  repressurize  the  field  by  pumping  the  gas  back  into  the  field.  There 
are  60  full-time  employees  who  live  in  Pincher  Creek.  The  sulphur  is  sold  to 
the  Northwest  Nitro  Chemicals  Ltd.  at  Medicine  Hat.  This  plant  increased 
the  town  population  by  500. 

Agriculture 

Pincher  Creek  is  in  the  direct  path  of  "Chinook"  winds  that  period- 
ically worm  the  western  prairies  and  make  it  possible  for  cattle  to  forage  for 
themselves  a good  deal  of  the  winter.  The  area  was  one  of  the  first  developed 
for  ranching  and,  even  today,  more  than  two-thirds  of  farm  cash  income  is 
obtained  through  the  sale  of  beef  cattle.  (In  1956,  there  were  an  average  of 
87  head  of  cattle  per  form).  Also  some  grain  is  produced  for  cash  sale  but 
swine  raising  and  dairying  are  minor  enterprises.  For  many  years,  timothy 
seed  has  been  grown  and  prepared  for  market  in  a farmers'  co-operative  seed 
cleaning  plant. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  25  miles;  West  20  miles;  South  30  miles;  East  20  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  9,012 

Town  population,  1956  Census  1,729 

Town  population,  town  census  April,  1959  2,452 
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